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This document provides definitions used in the IEA dashboards not provided in the definitions published by the 
National Center for Education Statistics. For additional definitions click on the following link: 
NCES Glossary (http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/glossary/?text=1) 
SUDS (https://prod.flbog.net:4445/pls/apex/f?p=112:7) 
 
A 

 
Academic Failure 

The number of students with a cumulative GPA less than a 2.0. At least a 2.0 is required to earn a 
degree from the university. 

 
Academic Failure Rate 

The percentage of students with a cumulative GPA less than a 2.0; Effective Spring 2015 term code 
201501 Ͳ NC grading policy, where IFP courses can earn a grade of NC and NC grades are not 
calculated in the student GPA but NC credit hours do count towards calculating excess hours. 

 
Academic Progress 

The number of students who attend a fall semester and are still enrolled one year later. These 
students must also have a first year college GPA greater than or equal to 2.0 for undergraduate 
students and a first year college GPA greater than or equal to 3.0 for graduate students. 

 
Academic Progress Rate 

The percentage of students who attend a fall semester and are still enrolled one year later. These 
students must also have a first year college GPA greater than or equal to 2.0 for undergraduate 
students and a first year college GPA greater than or equal to 3.0 for graduate students. 

 
Academic Year 

The time period containing the academic sessions held during consecutive Summer, Fall, and Spring 
semesters. For example Summer 2008, Fall 2008, and Spring 2009 would make up the 2008Ͳ09 
academic year. 

 
ACT 

ACT, previously known as the American College Testing program, measures educational 
development and readiness to pursue ĐŽůůĞŐĞͲůĞǀĞů�ĐŽƵƌƐĞǁŽƌŬ�ŝŶ��ŶŐůŝƐŚ͕�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƚŝĐƐ͕�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�
science, and social studies. Student performance does not reflect innate ability and is influenced by 
a student's educational preparedness. (Federal) 
A standardized test administered by the College �ŽĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�
of high school. It is a competitor to the SAT. It consists of six components; there are five graded 
components (Writing, English, Math, Reading, and Science) and a Composite which is the total score 
of the other five components. (FAU) 
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Admissions: Applied, Admitted, Enrolled 
 

Applied  
   

 
Different definitions of applied have been used in reports at the university. Some reports 

include all applications regardless of the application status. The federal government excludes 
incomplete applications that have no admissions decision, but requires institutions to include all 
other applications in the count of applicants (including withdrawn applications). 
The official definition is as follows . . . ͞An individual who has fulfilled the institution's requirements 
to be considered for admission (including payment or waiving of th18 Tm
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B 
 

Bachelor Degrees Awarded to Minorities (a BOG metric) 

¶ African American 

¶ Hispanic 
 
Beginning Graduate 

A graduate student who has been formally admitted to a graduate program but who is not an 
advanced graduate student. 

 
BOG (Florida Board of Governors) 

Article IX, Section 7 of the Florida Constitution was amended in 2002 to establish a statewide 
system of governance for all Florida public universities. As a result, the Florida Board of Governors 
was created in 2003 to operate, regulate, control, and be fully responsible for the management of 
the entire system consisting of eleven public Universities. Responsibilities include defining the 
distinctive mission of each university and ensuring the wellͲplanned coordination and operation of 
the system. 
 

C 
 

Campus Headcount 
Count of students who are enrolled in at least one course taught at that particular campus. The 
campus numbers are not additive. Students may be counted more than once if they are taking 
classes at more than one location, unless the dashboard uses primary campus career, primary 
campus by term, or identifies students enrolled only at one campus. 

 
Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) 

A taxonomic coding scheme for secondary and postsecondary instructional programs. It is intended 
to facilitate the organization, collection, and reporting of program data using classifications that 
capture the majority of reportable data. The CIP is the accepted federal government statistical 
standard on instructional program classifications and is used in a variety of education information 
surveys and databases. 

 
Class Level 

Students are classified each semester according to the total earned credits accepted for transfer 
and/or completed at FAU. Includes Upper and Lower Division, as well as doctoral, medical, second 
baccalaureates, specialist, and nonͲdegree seeking students. At the undergraduate level ϬͲϯϬ�
credits Ͳ F  Ͳ  
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Department 

Department is decided based on the ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ declared major and falls within the ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ college 
of enrollment. 

 
Dependent 

An individual whom a taxpayer can claim on his or her federal and some state income tax returns. A 
dependent has half or more of their support provided. A dependent student counts their 
parent/legal guardian income in addition to their own. 

 
Discontinuing Students 

Students who fails to ƌĞͲenroll at the university. 
 

Distance Learning 
For reporting and fee purposes is now defined in s. 1009.24 FS as courses that are 80% accessible to 

the
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F 
 

Faculty 

Faculty are positions assigned the principal responsibility of teaching, research, and public service 
activities or for administrative responsibility for functions directly related to the academic mission. 
This category includes Professor, Associate Professor, Assistant Professor and Instructor, including 
those with titles preceded by the term ͞ǀŝƐŝƚŝŶŐ͕͟ ͞ĂĚũƵŶĐƚ͕͟ ͞ĐůŝŶŝĐĂů͕͟ or any other designation. Also 
includes ŶŽŶͲŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚional staff such as Counselor/Advisors and Librarians. Classification Codes ϵϬϬϬͲ
9178, 9186 and 9199. Pay Plan 22. 

 

Fall cohort 
The group of students entering in the fall term established for tracking purposes. For the 
Graduation Rates component, this includes all students who enter an institution as fullͲtime, ĨŝƌƐƚͲ�
time degree or certificateͲseeking undergraduate students durin
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Fiscal 
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FTE is calculated by counting full‐time as 1 and part time as 1/3, then adding them together to 
calculate FTE. 

 
Full‐Time Student 

Undergraduate: A student enrolled for 12 or more semester credits, or 12 or more quarter credits, 
or 24 or more contact hours a week each term. Graduate: A student enrolled for 9 or more 
semester credits, or 9 or more quarter credits, or a student involved in thesis or dissertation 
preparation that is considered fullͲtime by the institution. Doctor's degree Ͳ�WƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů practice Ͳ�
as defined by the institution. 

 

Fund 
A cash account which receives monies from designated sources such as the following: General 
Revenue Fund Ͳ state revenues Educational Enhancement Fund Ͳ lottery receipts Trust Funds Ͳ�
receipts from designated sources such as student fees, federal sources, etc. 

 

Fundable Student Credit Hours (FSCH) 
Student credit hours which the university receives funding from the state as measured from the 
three final Student Data Course File submissions to the Board of Governors. 
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Residency 

Residency is used for fee purposes and for Ethnic/Race determination. 
 

Florida Residents 
Florida Resident (USA citizenship & Florida resident) Resident Alien, Florida Resident ;EŽŶͲh^��
citizenship & Florida resident) Temporary Florida Resident (either USA or NonͲUSA citizenship with 
Special residency status) 

 
Non‐Florida Residents 
Non Resident Alien ;EŽŶͲh^� citizenship & NonͲFlorida residency) 
Resident Alien, EŽŶͲ&ůŽƌŝĚĂ Resident (NoŶͲh^� citizenship & NonͲFlorida residency) 
EŽŶͲ&ůŽƌŝĚĂ Resident (USA citizenship Θ�EŽŶͲ&ůŽƌŝĚĂ resident) 

 
County of Residency 
Indicates which county a studeŶƚ͛Ɛ legal address is located in. 

 
Residence Hall 

Students who live in a resident hall are categorized as Yes while those who do not are No. 

 
Retention 

The number of students who enroll for subsequent fall terms. A one year retention raw

w

H
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Student Classification Level 
The student's level of progress towards a degree. Freshmen and Sophomore students 
are categorized in the Lower Level; Junior and Senior students are categorized in the 
Upper Level; Graduate students are categorized in the Graduate Level. 

 
Lower Division Student 

A student who has earned less than 60 semester credit hours or those who have 
not yet passed the CLAST regardless of credit hours earned. 

Upper Division Student 
A student who has earned 60 or more semester credit hours and has passed the CLAST 
or 
has an Associate of Arts degree or is working toward an additional Baccalaureate 
degree. 

Grad I Student 
A graduate student who has been formally admitted to a graduate program but who 
is not an advanced graduate student. Law students are included in the Grad I level. 

Grad II Student 
A graduate student who has been formally admitted to a recognized Doctoral or 
PosƚͲ�DĂƐƚĞƌΖƐ degree program who has accumulated 36 or more semester credit 
hours toward his or her degree program or has a Master's degree. Unclassified 
Student is a student not admitted to a degree program. 

 
Student Credit Hours (SCH) 

A measure which is equal to the product of the number of students enrolled in a course 
section times the number of credit hours for the section. Student Credit Hours for which 
the University receives funding by the state are called Fundable Student Credit Hours 
(FSCH). Not all SCH are ĨƵŶĚĂďůĞͲ for instance, credit hours produced by some fee waivers 
and by students enrolled for audit are not state fundable. 

 
Lower Level SCH 

Hours generated by courses numbered between 1000 and 2999. 
Upper Level SCH 

Hours generated by courses numbered between 3000 and 4999. 
Grad I Level SCH 

Hours generated by courses numbered between 5000 and 8999 and not Grad II 
courses. 

Grad II Level SCH 
Hours generated by courses numbered between 5000 and 8999 and studenƚ͛Ɛ 
classification level is Advanced Graduate and degree level sought is Advanced 
DĂƐƚĞƌ͛Ɛ͕ Specialist or Doctorate and student program category is an authorized 
Doctoral degree program. 
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Transfer Student 
A student entering the institution known to have previously attended another 
postsecondary institution and earned 12 or more credit hours after high school graduation. 
A student who ǁĂƐ�ĚƵĂůͲĞŶƌŽůůĞĚ at a college or university while still enrolled in high school 
is counted as a firstͲƚŝŵĞ�ĨƌĞƐŚŵĂŶ͕ not as a transfer student. 

 
Tutoring 

A Center for Learning and Student Success (CLASS) program that provides free group 
tutoring by peer tutors in content area courses. Students are identified as having either used 
tutoring services or not. 
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V 
 
 

W 
 

 
 

Work Study 
The Federal Work‐Study (FWS) 
A neeĚͲďĂƐĞĚ federally funded ƉĂƌƚͲƚime employment progra

 

S


